depth at Malpelo Island (4°00¢08 †N-81°36¢31 †W), Eastern Tropical Pacific (ETP). The colonies exhibited a very unusual growth form with a tightly submassive, hemispherical corallum (Fig. 1a) , composed of thick, short, and flattened branches growing horizontally in an imbricate pattern, forming a flower-like structure (Fig. 1b, c ). Verrucae were short and uniformly distributed on branch surfaces (Fig. 1c) . These colonies did not resemble any Pocillopora species described so far (Veron 2000) . Additionally, there was no consensus among experts consulted regarding the taxonomic status of these colonies; most had never seen this morphology anywhere else in the ETP or the Indo-Pacific. Only a single similar colony was observed in Panama (A. Baker, personal communication). Thus, the morphological evidence suggests a new species.
Alternatively, this unusual corallum form may represent an extreme case of intraspecific morphological variability or phenotypic plasticity. Strong waves and currents are major factors affecting coral communities at Malpelo (Zapata and Vargas-Á ngel 2003) and could promote or mediate morphological variation within morphospecies. For the majority of corals, however, the role of the environment on morphological variation is poorly understood (Todd 2008) . Resolving this issue will require detailed work involving controlled transplant experiments and molecular genetic analyses.
